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My. - Thomas Nicholas 


S 7 R. 


S you have given me Intima- 
tion, that, on the urgent Im- 
portunity of ſeveral of your Friends, 
you are defirous the Sermon preach- 
ed on the Occaſion of your good Fa- 
ther's Death ſhould be printed ; I 
herewith ſend it to you in that 
Form: And I was the more willing 
to comply with your Requeſt, when 
I underſtood You would be ſatisſied 
with the printing of a few Copies, 
to fave tranſcribing, and only de- 
ſigned it (like a Family Piece) to be 
a; private Memorial of a Man you 
greatly honoured, which ſurviving 


Friends might — take down 


”"DEDICATTON. 


and peruſe : We are not ſufficiently 
ſtock d with Men of your late Fa- 
ther's Spirit, to be able to afford he 
ſhould be forgotten, as ſoon as his 
Remains are cold: *Tis indeed but 
a poor Monument that any Thing 
which is mine can raiſe, but ſuch as 
it is, you are welcome to it. 


| T7 an, fg, 
Bs 8 
SI R ee 


Your very humble Servant, 


Elder-ſtreet, Spittal | 
Fields, Auguſt 11, 
1744. 


e 


Iochn Allen. 
| 


Acrs XIII. — 


Davip, after he had ſerved his own: 
Generation by the Will of God, 
fell on Sleep, " was laid unto 
bis Ts and ſaw C e 


388 > HESE Words Ba to a 
SR 51 x8 Diſcourſe which St. Paul 
(OS made in the Synagogue at 
. NE q Antioch, in order to pers 
7 ak EOS = ſwade his Hearers to embrace 
SSD the Faith of the Goſpel. It 
was an Inſtance of the great Wiſdom of the 
Apoſtles, that, in their Endeavours to ſpread . 
the Goſpel, they ſuited their Topicks of Ar- 
gument and Events to the different Prin- 
ciples of the particular Perſons they were de- 
firous to convince. Tho' all the Prophets 
bare 2 to a and unqueſtionable 
Proofs 


(2 ] 

Proofs of the Truth of the Goſpel were de- 
rivable from the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, yet it is 
to be obſerved, that when the Apoſtles were 
preaching to Heathens, Perſons who by their 
| Name were Unbelievers in the facred 
Records of the Jewiſh Religion; they ar- 
gue with them only upon Principles known 
and acknowledged by themſelves: We may 
take for an Inſtance the Manner in which St. 
Paul deals with the Philoſophers at Athens ; 
to have urged upon them & Predictions in 
the Jewiſh Prophets, concerning Chriſt, as 
the Mefftah of the Jets, inſtead of anfwer- 
ing any good End, would have expoſed him 
to their Scorn; as arguing upon the Princi- 
ples of a Religion they diſbelieved : In order 


therefore to convince them of the Folly of 


their Idolatry, and the Truth of the Reli- 
gion he was recommending, he only goes up- 
on a few common Principles of Reaſon, and 
one well atteſted Fact, via. The Reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt from the Dead: Acts xvii. 
22.— 31. But when the Apoſtles were 
preaching to the Jeus, they opened to their 
Hearers a View of the former Diſpenſations 
of God to Mankind, and proved beyond 
Contradiction, that theſe were all defigned to 
introduce the Goſpel they were preaching. 
This was the Method: St. Paul took in the 
Diſcourſe, where the Words of the Text 
ate found: The Point he was to prove Fen 


| C3] 
his preſent Hearers, as Perſons whoſe own 
Scriptures * them to expect a Meſſiah, 


was, that Chriſt was that Meſſiah; in order to 
this, after a ſhort Summary of their National 
Hiſtory, he reminds them that ou? of David's 
Seed, God would raiſe up à Saviour to Iſtael; 
and that Jeſus of Nazareth was the Perſon, 
he proves from the Correſpondency of his 
actual Character, with the Deſcriptions the 
Prophets had given of the future Meſſiah: 
Fohn, who came in the Spirit and Power of 
Elias, plainly directed their Eyes to him: 
As John fulfilled his Courſe, he ſaid whom 
think ye that Tam? I am not he: But behold 
there cometh one after me, whoſe Shoes of his 
Feet I am not worthy to looſe. v. 25, Again, 
of Jeruſalem, and their Rulers condemn- 

ed him to Death as a Malefactor; but that moſt 
deteſtable Action was over-ruled by Provi- 
dence, to furniſh an Evidence of his being 
the Meſſiah; for as it was pro heſied that 
the Meſſiah ſhould be uſed in this Manner, 
in condemning him, they fulfilled the Voices of 
the Prophets, which were read among them - 

Sabbath Day. v. 27. And when they. 

had fulfilled all that was written of him, they 
took him down, ſays he, from the Tree, and 
laid him in a Sepulchre. v. 29. And then he 
afſerts his grand Point; a Point which, if it 
could be made good, would be a full De- 
monſtration of the . e of the 
1 5 D 2 | O 


[4] 


of. Chriſt; and indeed it was that on which 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles were contented all 
"ſhould reſt : This was that God had raiſed 
him from the Dead. v. 30. Now the Evi- 
"dence of the Truth of this he lays upon two 

Foundations; Firſt, The Notoriety of the 
Fact. V. 31. He was ſeen many Days of them, 
Jzohich came 125 with him from Galilee 70 Jeru- 


ſalem, who are his Witneſſes unto the People. © 
Secondly, He grounds it on the Correſpon- 


dency between that great Event, and the 


SIONS of the Old Teſtament concerning 
There was a Promiſe made to the Fa- 

y 5 which God had now fulfilled, in raiſing 

up Chriſt from the Dead. As it is written of 

him in the Second Pſalm, thou art my Son, this 


PO have Thegotten thee © v. 33. i. e. by rail- 


him from the dead; to an immortal end- 
| lef Life, he was declared to be the Son of God, 


and Lord and Heir of all Things: And gs 
concerning this, that he raiſed him from the 
| Dead, no more to return to Corruption, i. e. as 
an Evidence of this Fact, the Apoſtle brings 
in another Prophecy, Jaiab lv. 3. Where he 


- ſaid on this wiſe, Twill give you the: ſure Mer-, 


cies.of David: But if the Meſſiah had either 
continued always in the Grave, or being once 
raiſed, bad returned to Cortuption again, he 


| could not have inſur'd the Bleſſings of an 
_ © everlaſting Covenant, which yet were pro- 


2 miſed to David: In Confirmation of this 
AN | Point, 


[5] 

Point, the Apoſtle quotes another Prophecy, 
P/alm xvi. 10, where it is faid, Thou ſhalt not 
ſuffer thine holy One to ſee Corruption. If they 
ſhould retort and ſay, that theſe were Ex 
preſſions of David concerning himſelf, and 
applicable to him only; this would be a Sug- 
geſtion contrary to Fact and Experience, for, 
ſays the Apoſtle, David, after be bad ſerved 
his own Generation by the Will of God, fell on 
Sleep, and was laid to his Fathers, and ſaw 
Corruption; but he whom God raiſed up again, 
ſaw no Curruption, conſequently in him, and 
in him alone, is this Promiſe fulfilled, ©” 
"'Trno' the Words of the Text come in but 
incidentally, and in. Aid to a particular Ar- 
gument the Apoſtle was managing, yet I 
think they have ſomething in them of ſuffi- 
cient Weight, to engage any thoughtful Mind 
to make a Pauſe, and take them into ſerious 
Conſideration. - They are a proper Epitaph 
for a Saint: They were ſpoken indeed ori- 
ginally to embalm the Memory of David, 
but they may be written. over the Grave of 
any truly good Man; and there has one faith- 
ful Man lately failed from among us; whom 
I believe all that knew him will ſay, they 
well deſcribe and ſuit. When I tell you, my 
Friends, that the hearing of his Death di- 
rected my Thoughts to theſe; Words, I am 
apprehenſive moſt of you could tell me back: 
boo oo nite fe 3 ee e 0670) 2 al: 


; 
, 


[6] 
again, that the hearing of theſe Words di- 
rected your Thoughts to bim. 
Tun Words contain two Things, each of 
widch may be faid of any truly — Man 
when he has left this World. 


I. Tu Ar he ſerved bis own Generation by 
the Will of God. 

II. THAT he is fallen aſleep, is laid to 
bis Fathers, and fees Corruption. 


I 6H ALL ſpeak of each of theſe di- 
ſtinctly. | 


I. Ir may be ſaid of any ure good Man, 
who has left this World, that be ſerved his 
Generation by the Will of God: As indeed the 
Words were ſpoken originally concerning 
David, that eminent Saint, that Man after 
God's own Heart, we may be fare they be- 
long to him in an higher Senſe than ordinary : 
God had given to him Capacities and Talents 
much above the common Size, and he em- 

them as well: He was a Man of great 
Warmth of inward Devotion; and by thoſe 
ſaered Compoſures which were the Vent of it, 
he not only ſerved his own Generation, who 
employed them in the publick Worſhip of 
God, but he is ſerving ſuch a diſtant Gene- 
ration as'our's, and will be ſerving all Gene- 
rations, as long as there will be Religion and 
a Church 


? 
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a Church in the World: He was a Man of 
great natural Courage, and religious Zeal : 
Theſe he exerted in maintaining the Ho- 
nour and Worſhip of the God of Iſrael, and 
preventing the Spread of Idolatry among a 
1 — that were always prone to it, and in- 
to which they moſt unaccountably relapſed, 
Z almoſt as ſoon as he was gone; and except- 
ing ſome perſonal Miſcarriages, which when 
Gad has graciouſly forgiven, Men ſhould not 
= cruelly remember, he was perhaps as good 
and uſeful a Man as ſtands upon Record in 
> Hiſtory : But then at the ſame Time, that 
a a higher Place is allowed to him, proportion- 
2 ably to his ſuperior Abilities, and the more 
= ſignificant Uſe Providence made of him, it 
may be ſaid of every good Man when he is 
gone from among us, that he has ſerved bis 
Generation by the Will of God. 

Tus Deſcription of a good Man's Cha- 
> rater divides itſelf into two Particulars, 


I. Tux Work he has done, he has ſerved 
his own Generation. | 
II. Taz Temper, Principles, and Views, 
J _ which he has done it, by te Will of 


I. HERE is the Work which a good Man 
has done, i. e. he has ſerved his own Genera- 
tion: Narrow indeed is the Sphere which 

2 ſome 


181 
ſome act in, and very confin'd is t heir Uſe- 
fulneſs ; but no Man's Sphere is ſo narrow and 
confined, but the World may be the better 
for him : In order to give you the beſt Idea 
I can of the Character I am entering into, 
I would obſerve in general, that a Man ſerves 
his Generation when he is uſeful to the pro-. 
moting its moſt important Intereſts, and con- 
tributes his Share to the general Stock of Hap- 
pineſs; now the Happineſs of the Communi- 
ty of Mankind lies in theſe two Things. 

1. In the Security of their civil Peace and 
good Order, as Members of Society, and their 
quiet Enjoyment of the Fruits of the provi- 
dential Bounty and Goodneſs of God. 

2. In the Maintenance of Virtue, and the 
Support and Spread cf true Religion among 
them, as the only Thing that can be a good 
Foundation againſt the Time to come, and 
the only Security for their Safety and Happi- 
neſs in that World, upon which they are to 
enter, and have their eternal Lot, as ſoon as 
this paſſing Scene is over. Nothing indeed 

will effectually ſecure Men's temporal Well- 

being, and Happineſs in this World, -but 
what ſecures their Salvation in the next; but 
the two Intereſts, however nearly connected, 

as Means and End, may be conſider'd as di- 

ſtinct Things, for which Reaſon I have thus 

diſtinguiſhed them; and according to this 

Diſtinction, | 

| 1. A 


[9] 

1. A Man ſerves his Generation, when he 
is inſtrumental to the Security and Promotion 
of Men's civil Peace, good Order and tem- 
oral Happineſs, as living in the World, and 
| bers of Society. | | 

Toſhew all the Ways in which this isdone, 
would be to enter intoall the various Callings 
and Employments, in which Men are ſe- 

verally engaged, which are ſo many Ways, 
in which by the Ordination of Providence, 
the World is kept together, and the general 
Good promoted: The Merchant ferves his 
Generation, by cultivating and enlarging 
Trade and Commerce; the Scholar by im- 
proving the ſeveral Branches of uſeful Art 
and Science ; the-poor Labourer by his pain- 
ful Induſtry ; the rich Man by dealing out 
| his Bread to the Hungry, and the Magiſtrate 
by protecting all ia their Rights and Properties; 
by redreſſing Injuries, and . puniſhing Vio- 
lence, Fraud, and Injuſtice: In ſhort, every 
Man ſerves his Generation, who abides in his 
Calling in Life, and to the beſt of his Power 
diſcharges the Obligations of it: He firſt 
ſerves thoſe who, by the Laws of God and 
Nature, have the moſt immediate Depen- 
4 dance on him; in the next Place, the Neigh- 
d bourhood, City, Country, and Kingdom 
3 where he is ſituated; and laſt of all, the 
_ whole World of Men, in one Way and De- 
gree or other, is benefited by him; fo in- 
8 | „ timately 
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timately has God by his vaſt Providence 


linked together the whole human Kind. Now 
according to this Account, there is no good 
Man, but, when he has left the World, may 
have it ſaid of him, that he ſerved his Gene- 
ration ; becauſe whatever his Station in Life 
may have been, he has made Conſcience of 
filling it up well, and doing the Duties of 
it: Whoever has been a Cumberer of the 
Ground; whoever has been a Drone in the Hive 
of this World, and lived by the Sweat of other 


Men's Brows, he has been none; but hass 


repayed the Service, which Mankind have 


done him in one Way, by the Service he has 


done them in another. 
2. A Man ſerves his Generation, who is 
inſtrumental to the Maintenance of Virtue, 


and the Support and Spread of true Religi- 


on; that moſt valuable of all human Inte- 
reſts; which at the ſame Time that it is the 


only ſtable Security of temporal Good; by 


pointing to Eternity, and making that it's 
Scope, aſſures us of an Happineſs when this 
momentary Scene is over, and is almoſt the 
only Happineſs that deſerves the Name. He 
IN DEE PD ͤſerves his Generation, who ſerves 
the Souls of Men: He turns Sinners from 
tbe Error of their Ways, thereby ſaving Souls 
From Death, and hiding a Multitude of Sins: 
 Heplucks the Brands out of the Burning: He 
oben blind Eyes, and turns Men from Dark- 
. neſs” to Light, and from the Power of Satan 

unto 
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unto God, that they may receive, that unſpeak- 
ably happy Reſult, Forgiveneſs of Sins, and 
an Inheritance among them that are ſanctiſied. 
He, again, ſerves his Generation, who ſerves 
the Generation of the Righteous, who liſts up 
the Hands that hang down, and ſtrengthens the 
feeble Knees ; and amidſt the many Diſcou- 
ragements, Sorrows and Fears, to which 
good Men are liable in this World, affords 
them all the Succour and Support within his 
Power: And of every good Man, when he 
has left this World, may it be faid in this 
beſt Senſe, he has ſerved his Generation: Ri- 
vers of Tears have run down his Eyes, becauſe 
Men have not kept God's Law. He has been 
inwardly pained at the Soul: Un-doing 
Courſes he has ſeen the Generation among 
whom he has lived purſuing, and, every Way 
which\he could take for reclaiming and re- 
covering of them, he has taken: He has 
been an earneſt Suitor for them with God: 
Ob! that the Wickedneſs of the Wicked might 
come to an End] and many Times has been 
heard praying for them, when they have 
been reviling, curſing, and ſaying all Manner 
of Evil againſt him. He has often ſerved 


them with his Intreaties, his tender Expoſtu- 
lations and Warnings, and they have always 
had the rebuking Lectures of his Example 
and better Life Thoſe, who like him, have 
been uptight in their Generation, and walked 


C 2 0 


[12] 
in the fame Road of Heaven with him, he 
has ſerved in Ways innumerable; by -bis 
Counſel; his Countenance, and by his Au- 
thority, if he bad any; by his Heart, his 
Hand, his Head, and his Subſtance, as far 
as that would reach : He has ſerved them in 
Sickneſs, in Poverty, in Diſtreſſes of Mind, 
Perplexities of Affairs, Temptations, Re- 
proaches, and Perſecutions, if it has been 
their Lot to be under them: In a Word, he 
has thou ght himſelf obliged to be his Bro- 
ther's Keeper, and to ſerve thoſe who were 
Children of the ſame Family of Faith, and 
Heirs of the ſame heavenly Hope with him- 
ſelf, by every Office of Kindneſs, to which 
his Ability could extend. 1 
 F App, at the Cloſe of this Head, that 
as the Text ſays, with ſome Emphaſis, of Da- 
vid, that he ſerved his own Generation; the 
fame may be ſaid of every good. Man. By 
this is not meant, that every Man's Service- 
ableneſs ought to cloſe with his Life; there 
are fe good Men's that will; and many In- 
ſtances may be produced, ahergin After-Ge- 
- nerations have reaped the Fruits of the Va- 
Jour, the Learning, the Piety, and the Cha- 
rity of former Times, and for which Men 
ought to riſe up and call them bleſſed; but 
"then at the ſame Time no real or pretended 
Regard to Futurity ſhould te —— to 
11 9 of ther Generation i in hay de 

ves; 
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lives: Meer poſthumous Uſefulneſs has little 
Religion in it; Tis generally either meant ag 
A Computation with God, for the Guilt of ha- 
ving cumbered the Earth ſo long, or perhaps 
having done much Miſchief in it; or elſe tis 
the meer Refuge of Ambition diftreſsd, and 
what is, fled to as the only Means that a proud 
Heart can | deviſe, to keep a Name and an 
Eſtate together. A 2 Man would be 

to ſerve every Generation, and within 
iis Compaſs ret to do ſo; but his firſt 
Care is, Mage wa his own may be "benefited by. 
hica, as much as poſſible: He rejoices and 
does good in bis Life, and is content to leave 
the Care of Generations to come to the Pro- 
yidence of God, and to thoſe, good Men 
whom be hopes God will raiſe * to act the 
ſame Part in their Times, which he does in 
his; If there was more of this Spirit, one 
Age would have no ſuch Need to borrow 
from another, but every Generation would 
take Care 1 of it's own Co- 
remporaric, juſt as every Pariſh, ſopports is 
dun Poor. 

II. As here is an Account. of the Work a 
good Man has done, we have alſo an Account 
of the Temper, Principles, and Views, _ 
Which be has done it. This is expreſs'd; 


7 05 mort, but meaning Wards 5 the Wil 


- WrrgovT ſerving our Generation by the 
Will of God, however well we may have 
deſerved 
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deſerved of Men, from him we could en 


no Reward; bur when we ſerve our Gene- 
ration by the Will of God, our good Works 
are ſanctified, and Uſefulneſs becomes Reli- 


gion. If it ſhould be aſked, when does a 
Ferſon ſerve his Generation by the Will of 
God? I think to come up to the Import of 
this Expreſſion; a Man's Service muſt have 
had theſe two Qualifications. 


1. Hz muſt have engaged in thoſe Branches 


of Service, which are according to the Will 
of God. 

2. Hz i have had a Regard to the 
Wil of God in doing them. 

1. He muſt have engaged in thoſe Branches 
of Service, which are agreeable to the Will 
of God. It is true there is hardly any Eyent 
or Action, but what God in his infinite Wiſ- 
dom will make ſome good Uſe of; but that 
is nothing to us; the Will of his Providence 
is a dark unfathomable Abyſs; whereas the 
Will of his Precepts is explicit and plain, and 
it is this by which we are to govern our Lives. 
We may think we ſee Caſes in which, if we 
will verge a little from a Point of Duty and 
Conſcience, the Iſſue would be great Service to 
God and our Generation. In Caſes of this 
Nature, we had, /r/t of all, need to diſtruſt 
our own. Judgments'; and ſhould be very 
cautious of coming into an Opinion, which, 
in the firſt * or it g 1 diſhonour- 
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able to the divine Government, viz. that God 
can be ſerved, and the Intereſt of Mankind 
promoted by our Sin: No! depend upon it, 
the Governor of the World is never driven to 
ſuch Straights, as that his Laws and Provi- 
dence ſhould be at Variance, or that the 
Breach of the one ſhould be at all nece 
to carry on the Purpoſes of the other: And 
then further, in Conteſts of this kind, we 
ought always to examine what may lye in the 
other Scale. We are tempted fo do Evil, that 
Good may come; I have proved that it muſt be 
very uncertain, whether any Service to God 
and our Generation can be the Reſult of 
a ſinful Compliance, and very unlikely that 
it ill: And then, with this, we ſhould con- 
fider on the other Side, of how much Ser- 
vice our reſolute and unſhaken Virtue may 
be. It may grieve us to loſe what appears a 
preſent Opportunity of ſerving our Genera- 
tion ; but the loofing one ſeeming Opportu- 
nity now, may be the gaining of a thouſand 
real Ones in future Times But however 
theſe Things may be, we are under an aw- 
ful Inhibition, not to do Evil that Good may 
come: We are to ſerve our Generation ac- 
cording to the Will of God; neglecting no 
Opportunity of doing Good, which God fair- 
ly calls us to; and as to every Thing elſe, 
could it be ſuppoſed that we ſhould be ever 
ſo ſerviceable, we ſhould decline it ; and ever 

think 


116 } 
think that to have no Way, and #9 lawful 
Way of ſerving our Generation, are the 
ſame Thing. This was the Principle of the 
Martyrs and primitive Confeſſors, and under 
the Influence of it, they loved not their Lives 
unto Death ; and what has been the Conſe- 
quence? They could not indeed ſerve their 
own Generation, becauſe they could not do it 
in Ways agreeable to what they thought the 
Will of God; but tho' they could not preach 
the Truth, they could die for it; and their 
Blood was the Seed of the Church in after 
Generations, tho they were not permitted 
by their Labours to plant it in their own. 

2. FoR a Man to have ſerved his Genera- 
tion by the Will of God, he muſt have had a 
direct Regard to the Will of God, in what 


he has done; and have done Service to his 


Generation upon this great and moſt com- 


manding Principle, that it was the Will of 


God he ſhould do ſo; The Will of God muſt 


not only be the Rule that guides him, but the 3 
Spring that moves, the Soul that animates 


him in all his Services. | 


IT is true, every Part of good Conduct, 
by which a Man ſerves his Generation, is in a 
Senſe by the Mill of God, whatever the Prin- 
ciples are upon 'which the Service is. per- | 


formed; the Matter of God's preceptive 
Will is done, and the Deſign of his providen- 
tial Will is fulfilled ; but if there be not main- 

| tained 


_ 

W 
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the Eſteem and good Opinion 
Creatures; and when we ſerve our Genera- 
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tained upon a Man's own Spirit, a ſerious 
Regard; to the commanding Authority and 

Will of God; if the Service be not done un- 
to the Lord, and not. unto Men, tis indeed 
Uſefulneſs, but Uſefulneſs without Religion; 
and what God in taking an Eſtimate of. our 
religious Characters, and fixing our eternal 
States, will make no Account of; our Gene- 
ration has not, in the full and proper Senſe, 


been ſerved by the Will of God; for it is his 
Will that whether we eat or drink, or what- 
foever we do, we ſhould do all to bis Glory: I 


grant indeed that God has ſo conſtituted. our 
Natures, that -we cannot wu help, valuing 
our Fellow- 


tion, tis lawful as well as natural for us to 


deſire that our Generation ſhould love and 
honour us for it; God ſeems to have implant- 
ed this Under-paſſion in our Natures, as to 


ſtimulate and excite all Mankind to laudable 


and uſeful Actions, ſo. eſpecially to promote 
the Welfare of the World by thoſe: upon 
whom better Principles would have no Influ- 
ence; and the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
in this Conſtitution can never be ſufficiently 
admired: Out of this Stuff have the Heroes, 
Legiſlators, and the Guardians of the pub- 
lick Liberty and Happineſs of Mankind, been 
commonly made; and many very uſeful Ser- 
. vices have been een this lower Princi- 


ple; 
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ple; but how uſeful ſoever Men may have 


been, if they have not ſerved their Genera- 
tion by the Vill of God, in Obedience to his 
Command, and with their firſt Eye to his 
Approbation and his Glory; it may be Pa- 
triotiſm, the Love of their Country, or what- 
ever elſe they may deſire it ſhould be called; 
but it is not Religion; and tho' Men may 


have, what they loved moſt, the Praiſe of 


Men, they muſt miſs of the Honour which 
cometh from God; this can only be expect- 
ed where it is conſcientiouſly ſought, and 
where, at the ſame Time that the Deſire of a 
good Name among Men, has, what it may 
be allowed, a lower Influence, the pleafing 
of God, and ſecuring his Favour, is the 
principal End of Life. TENN = i 
Bur 'tis Time to come to what may be 
farther faid of a good Man, when he has 
left this World, which is, * 


II. Tn Ar he is fallen on Sleep, is laid to 


his Fathers, and fees Corruption. As indeed 
Death is the one Event that happens to the 
Righteous and the Wicked, the fame may be 
faid of a bad Man, when he leaves the World; 
he that has not ſerved his Generation by the 
Will of God, when he dies, falls on Sleep, 
is laid to his Fathers, and ſees Corruption. 
However, as the Words are ſpoken of a good 
Man, I ſhall conſider them only in Reference 
to ſuch an one; only obſerving, that all this 
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is poken meerly in Relation to the Body; as to 
the Spirit which is Man, Vitality ſeems as eſ- 

ſential to its Nature, as Extenſion is to that 
of Matter; agreeably to which Solomon tells 

us, that when the Duſt returns to the Earth as 
it was, the Spirit returns to God who gave it; 

and the Apoſtle Paul, who gave this Account 


= of Devid fays of himſelf and of all true 


Chriſtians, hen we are abſent from the Body, 
we are preſent with the Lord; ſo that the 
Soul does not fall on Sleep at Death, and ſee 
Corruption; 'tis a great deal more probable, 
that it's Diſmiffion from the Body makes it 
more lively in its Operations, than ever it was 
before. But with Reſpect to the Bodies of 
good Men all this may be ſaid. 

1. THE V. fall on Sleep: This is a ſoft and 
gentle Manner of ſpeaking concerning an 
Event that will ever be ſhocking to Nature; 
Tho! it is not only the Death of good Men that 
is ſtiled a Sleep; and, in the Old Teſtament, 
when the Death of Perſons is related hiſto- 
rically, it is ſaid promiſcuouſly of good and 
bad Men, without any Reſpect to their di- 
ſtinguiſhing Characters, they ſleep, and gene- 
rally of the Kings of 1/raet and Judab, that 
they ſlept with their Fathers ; yet Buxtorf tells 
us (a) that the Talmudiſts and Rabbins (who 
muſt be well acquainted with the Import of 
Hebrew Words) uſe it with a particular Re- 

D 2 ſpect 
(a) Vid, Whithy in Fobn xi. II. 
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ſpect to the Bodies of pious Men, whoſe 


Death-is but a Sleep ; and it is probable that 
this Uſe of the Word among the ancient 


Jeus, occaſioned its being taken into the 
New Teſtament, and made the favourite 
Word, to denote the Death of Saints and Be- 
levers in Chriſt Tis falling aſleep : You 


ſee all the Horror is induſtriouſly concealed ; 


'tis hardly dying; no other Word is uſed 


than -what is applied to Perſons who have 


obtained a happy Reſpite from ſome tor- 


turing Pains, which had kept them waking ; 
and where Nature at laſt ſinks down to reſt, 
and to- recruit itſelf, Such is the Death of 
good Men; they are fallen on Sleep: I think 
the Metaphor leads our Thoughts very natu- 
rally to the following Things. 1 
1. THAT Degree of Reſignation to the 
Will of God in this Affair, into which the 


* 


Minds of good Men are wrought. Indeed "Pi 


when Sinners die, they ſleep ; but tis not like 
the Repoſe of Nature; tis what they are 
forcibly thrown into; tis impoſſible they 
ſhould be truly willing to die; but good Men 
all on Sleep: It being the Will of God con- 
cerning them, and pon the whole, the 
State that is fitteſt for them, they quietly com- 
poſe themſelves to Reſt, and, as was ſaid of 
Ae, die according to the Word of the Lord : 
So it ought to be; and ſo it will be, when 
: their 
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their Pringiples operate as they ought to do, 
and they 45 like themſelves. CA 

2. Tur Death of good Men is falling on 
Sleep, as it brings with it an Inſenſibility of 
all that is done under the 8un; as in Sleep we 
know nothing of what paſſes about us, ſo it 
is in Death; it brings on the Days of Dark-' 
neſs, and ſpreads an eternal Curtain between 
us and all the Affairs of this lower World. 


Dor changeſt Man's Countenance, and ſendeſt 


him away; his Sons come to Honour, and be 
knoweth it not; they are brought low, and be 
perceiveth it not of them. -- Job. xiv. 17. 

3. DEATH is 4 Sleep, as it is to good 


Men a State of Reſt. Bigſed are the Dead 


that die in the Lord, they ſhall reft from their 
Labours. Rev. xiv. 13. There the Weary are 
at Refi. Job. iii. 17. At Reſt, from all the 
Labours and Fatigues.of Life; from every 
Pain of Infirmity and Weakneſs : Theſe for- 
mer Things are all paſſed away: There will 
be no more Occaſions for Sorrow or Crying, 
Sighs or Groanings ; theſe Sounds, which 
are .conſtantly echoing from this Vale of 

Tears, will be heard no more for ever. 
4. 'T1s falling a Sleep, becauſe like Sleep, 
it is not to be perpetual. There is a glorious 
Morning to advance, when the Righteous 
ſhall awake ſatisfied with God's Likeneſs : Then 
will be brought to paſs the ' Saying i which is 
ritten, Death is fwallowed up in Victory. 
A Il. Goop. 


K 
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II. Goop Men, when they die, are laid to 
their Fathers. Mankind in all Ages and Na- 
tions have thought it a great Happineſs to be 
buried among thoſe of their own Famity: 
5 was ſomething of Religion in this 
the Patriarchs; Jacob gave Orders 
y ſhould not bury him in Egypt, but 
hn im up and lay him among his Family 
in Canaan; and Joſepb, notwithſtanding all 
the Splendor of Sepultare which Egypt would 
have afforded ſuch a National Benefaftor, 
the ſame Commundment concerning his 1 
Bones: By this they teſtified their Aſſurance, 
that God would ſurely viſit their Poſterit 
and bring them in Time to that good La 
and their full Expectation of the Arent 
of all the Promiſes he had made 
them: Accordingly the Apoſtle tells us, with 
Refpe& to im particular, that he did 
this 10 F A, Xt. 22. There is, to be 
ſure, nothing of Religion in this now, but 
fill there is ſomething, I know not what, 
of Nature, that makes moſt of us deſire, 
when we die, to be laid our Fathers, to 
return to che Roth out of which we were hewn, 
and to mingle our Duſt with theirs, to whom 
the Relations of Nature and Life had nearly 
united us; and I am ſure it is a Deſire per- 
fectly innocent. But there is another Senſe 
in wyhieh a good Man, when he dies, is laid 
to ö he goes the Way of yo T 
rt 
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Earth, the Way which all Men and the beſt 
of Men, his Fathers in Religion, have gone 


= before him; nay the Way which that Eves R- 


LASTING FaTHerandPRINCE of Pract, 
Jeſus has once trod, and trod for his Sake; 
and it may help to ſoften the Horror of the 
Grave, to think that ſhocking as it is to Na- 
ture, tis the Place where our Fathers lie, and 
that when we die, we have but their Lot, 
and are laid to them. 

III. Tas laſt Thing is, that they ſee Cor- 
ruption : The earthly Houſe of their Taberna- 
cle is diſſolved: Duſt they were, and unto Duft 
they do return : But we have ſeen enough of 
the dark Side of the Proſpect; the fame Apo- 
ftle, who ſays this of David, has told us, that 
as Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, be is become 
the Firſft-fruits of them that 2 And 
if we believe that Feſus died and roſe again 
even fo them alſo 7 Hb fr in Teſus will 
God bring with him ; would not have us 
10 be 1 ignoran concerning them which are 
fee, at we ſorrow not, even as others which 

ave no Hope. 1 Theſſ. iv. 13, 14. 

TH vs I have finiſhed the Account of what 
may be ſaid, concerning a good Man, when 
he has left this World, that he was one who 
= ſerved bis Generation 'by the Will of God, is 

fallen on Sleep, is laid to his Fathers, and ſees 

Corruption: And I make no doubt but the 

Draught J have been giving, has often brought 
2 to 


241 
to your Minds that good Man Mr. Jon x 
N1icaoLas, whom we have lately loſt from 
among us; and if this Man had fo good @ 
Report of all Men, and of the Truth itſelf, 
that in attending to the Deſcription of an 
amiable and excellent Character, as it ſtands in 
good Senſe, and is laid down in Scripture, you 
have ſeen ſtrong Features of his Likeneſs ; 
tis an Evidence that ye know the Record is 
true, and makes the giving a Character in 
Form needleſs. I believe all who knew 
this our departed Friend, either in private or 
ublick Life In the warm Devotion of 
his Spirit——His Family Regularity and good 
Order lis ever affectionate Remembrance 
and Recognition of the Diſpenſations of God 
towards himſelf, his Father, his Family, and 
the Church of Chriſt, in the laſt Age eſpe- 
_ ciall His Faithfulneſs and conſcientious 
Care in diſcharging the ſeveral very import- 
ant Truſts that were repoſed in him The 
. honeſt Activity of his Spirit in ſome former 
Times, for the Support of the Cauſe of Li- 
berty and Religion, when all true Engh/h- 
men thought them in the moſt imminent Dan- 
ger——His Love to Non-conformity, as an 
_ Intereſt of Seriouſneſs and Liberty united, 
without any Bitterneſs againſt thoſe, from 
whom he was obliged to diſſent (for he had 
ſo much of the good Spirit of his great Rela- 


: tion ARCHBISHOP T1LLOTSON, that he 
loved 
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loved Goodneſs in every Shape, and good 
Men of every Party) Whoever again, 
knew him as a Magiſtrate, in———His great 
Concern not to widen, but to make up Dif- 
ferences between Man and Man ; the melting 
Pity of his Heart towards Criminals, at the 
fame Time that he was obliged to commit 
them to the Awards of Law and Juſtice; 
is fteddy Courage in ſuppreſſing Im- 
morality and Prophaneneſs, whenever t 
came under his Cognizance; and all the 
other good Parts of his private and publick 
Character, I believe, will ſay he was a Man 
who ſerved his Generation by the Will of 
God. I with from my Heart, that it may 
not appear, that he ſerved his Generation, by 
the Want there will be found of him now he 
is dead and gone, 1 | 
Haix ſerved his Generation, he is fal- 
len on Sleep; bleſſed be God, that he was 
able to wait for the Hour with ſo much Se- 
renity, Compoſure, and cheerful Reſignation 
to the Will of God; and bleſſed be God, 
that when it did come, it was made ſo eaſy 
to himſelf, as to any feeling, of the Pains of 
Nature. Death was to him little more than 
falling on Sleep literally, for he died without 
a Struggle, and without a Groan. 
Hx is now laid to his Fathers, thoſe emi- 
nent Perſons in the laſt Age, (for of ſuch 
was he deſcended) whom Providence made a 
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very ſignal Uſe of for defending the civil and 
religious Liberties of England : To them he 
is laid, and ſees Corruption : But all this on- 
ly relates to the' mortal Part. His Spirit, we 
— is joined to the general Aſſembly, and 
Church of the F irſt- born, who are written in 
Heaven, to an innumerable Company of 
Angels, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect, and to that God, and that Jeſus, 


whoſe Name, Worſhip, and Inſtitutions he al- 


ways loved.. Inſtead of repining at his Re- 


moval, we ſhould thank God that he ſpared 


him to the World ſo long; and that tho' he 


was above the Age of Man, he did not out- 


live his Uſefulneſs. 

THe great Uſe we ought to 1 of theſe 
Accounts of the Characters of good Men 
gone, is to be excited by them to act ſuch 
a Part in Life, that when we too fall on 
Sleep, are laid to our Fathers, and ſee Cor- 
ruption, the ſame Thing may be capable of 
being faid of us. Tis a pleaſing Thing, 
while we live, to think that weare ſerving our 
Generation, and that the World is in any 
Reſpect the better for us; tis the very Plea- 


ſure which Angels taſte, and which ſweetens 


their Miniſtrations to the Heirs of Salvation : 
'Tis pleaſant to think of leaving the precious 
Ointment of a good Name behind us; and that 

when we are ſpoken of accafionally, (as Da- 
did was in the <a as Perſons who are fal- 
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len aſleep, are laid to our Fathers, and ſee 
Corruption, it can be with this delicious Ad- 
dition, that we were Perſons who ſerved our 
== Generation; but let us ever remember, what 
che Qualifications are that 'muſt make our 
Character compleat ; we muſt ſerve our Ge- 
neration, and ſerve it by the Will of God: 
Whilſt therefore ſome content themſelves with 
in Uſefulneſs, that is without Religion, and 
others perhaps with a Religion that has been 
= little Uſefulneſs; let us endeavour at that 
& which compleats the Excellency of the Man 
ind the Chriſtian, being as uſeful as we can 
to Mankind, from a Senſe of God's Authori- 
= ty, and with an Eye to his Approbation and 
his Glory: Theſe two united, will ſecure 
every thing that can be the Motive of any 
good Action; all that Reputation and Eſteem 
among Men, which thoſe, who love the 
3X Praiſe of Men only, ſeek; and (what theſe 


will certainly fail of) the Honour which 
X cometh from God, the Rewards and Glories 


| Jof the better World, thro' our Lord and 
= Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, &c. 
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= ERRATUM. Page 11. 1, 16. r. Soul-Undoing. 


Publiſh'd by the ſame AuT#oR, 
The ENDS of PROVIDENCE, in appointing 


a SERMON preached in St. Thomas's, Southwark, Fa- 
muary 1, 1741, for the Benefit of the Charity-School in 
Gravel-Lane, Southwark, n 2k 


that the Poor we ſhould have always with us. Confidered in | 
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